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Health Care Reform Implementation in Wisconsin 
 
WI OCI Releases Interactive Maps of ACA Qualified Health Plans by County 
The 2015 Open Enrollment Period begins on November 1st, and the Wisconsin Office of Commissioner of 
Insurance has posted an interactive map of 2016 health plans participating in the exchange, searchable 
by county, as well as another interactive map that provides detailed information on exchange 
enrollment by county in 2015. Plan offerings are available for preview on the federal exchange website 
as well, which has been updated to improve consumer experience, and includes a new affordability tool 
to help estimate total yearly health insurance costs. HHS also released a  report examining the 
remaining uninsured eligible to enroll in ACA Marketplace coverage in 2016. 
 

http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/publications/e-news/index.htm
http://www.pophealth.wisc.edu/uwphi/news.htm
mailto:alfisher5@wisc.edu
http://oci.wi.gov/healthcare_ref/find_health_insurer.htm
http://oci.wi.gov/healthcare_ref/find_health_insurer.htm
https://www.enrollamerica.org/research-maps/maps/marketplace-enrollment-maps-2/
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2015-Fact-sheets-items/2015-10-23.html
https://www.healthcare.gov/see-plans/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/118606/OE3%20QHP-Eligible%20Uninsured_FINAL_v42%20clean.pdf
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Federal Report Shows Benefits of Price Shopping During Open Enrollment 
Wisconsin ACA enrollees from 2014 who switched plans in 2015, even though staying within the same 
metal level, found siginfiicant savings.  A new federal report shows that consumers in Wisconsin that 
switched plans saved an average of $43 per month, or $515 per year, on their premiums.  Enrollment 
data showed that consumers were likely to switch plans when the premium of their 2014 selected plan 
increased substantially.  
 
WI Lower Average Premium Increase than National; WI Premiums Remain Comparatively High 
CMS reports that premiums will increase an average of 7.5% in 2016 across the 37 states that use the 
federal healthcare.gov exchange, while Wisconsin’s average rate increase is substantially lower, at 4.7% 
over 2015 rates. But Wisconsin Public Radio reports that the deductibles and out-of-pocket costs for 
these plans have increased substantially.  CMS also provided a breakdown of the increase in the 30 
largest markets in the country, where the average increase was 6.3%.Wisconsin’s rates remain 
considerably higher than other states.  HHS still estimates that nearly 8 in 10 returning Marketplace 
consumers will be able to buy a plan for $100 or less after tax credits. 
 

 
 
Anthem Drops Out of Marketplace in Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha in 2016 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield licensee Anthem recently announced that it will stop serving Milwaukee, Racine, 
and Kenosha in 2016, and media reports indicate that it will significantly cut back its offerings in 34 
other Wisconsin counties. Blue Cross/Blue Shield servicers in Illinois and Texas have announced that 
they would no longer offer PPO plans, but would continue to offer HMO plans. This move comes on the 
heels of Milwaukee-based Assurant health’s recent announcement that it would exit the health 
insurance marketplace as well.  
 
Health Insurance Coverage Expansion Rate in Wisconsin Lags Behind National Rates 
A new report by the Georgetown Center for Children and Families found that the rate of uninsured 
children declined from 9.3 percent in 2008 to 6.0 percent in 2014. An analysis of the report by the 
Wisconsin Council on Children & Families points out that Wisconsin showed a less substantial decline, 
from 5.2 percent in 2008 to 4.4 percent in 2014. WCCF suggest one reason for the modest decline in WI 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/134556/Consumer_decisions_10282015.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2015-Fact-sheets-items/2015-10-26-2.html
http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-sheet/analysis-of-2016-premium-changes-in-the-affordable-care-acts-health-insurance-marketplaces/
http://www.wpr.org/wisconsinites-should-expect-higher-deductibles-federal-marketplace
http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-sheet/analysis-of-2016-premium-changes-in-the-affordable-care-acts-health-insurance-marketplaces/
http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-sheet/analysis-of-2016-premium-changes-in-the-affordable-care-acts-health-insurance-marketplaces/
http://view.email.anthem.com/?j=fe531776726c067e721c&m=ff001570756303&ls=fdc615757766017a7011707662&l=fe5d15787d6507797612&s=fe27127774630d7c711071&jb=ffcf14&ju=fe21117675630275761374
http://www.waow.com/story/30356870/2015/10/26/anthem-blue-cross-blue-shield-cuts-individual-plans-from-health-exchange-in-parts-of-wisconsin
http://www.assuranthealth.com/about-assurant-health/news-articles/assurant-to-exit-health-insurance-market-to-support-specialty-protection-products-and-services
http://www.wccf.org/health-insurance-coverage-expands-dramatically-in-u-s-but-more-slowly-in-wisconsin/
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/ccf-resources/childrens-uninsured-rate-2014-affordable-care-act/
http://www.wccf.org/health-insurance-coverage-expands-dramatically-in-u-s-but-more-slowly-in-wisconsin/
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is the lower number of uninsured children the state started out with, though Wisconsin’s reduction in 
uninsured still lags behind other Midwest states that opted for the ACA’s Medicaid expansion.  
 
Wisconsin Legislators Introduce Bill Targeting Health Insurance Rate Hikes 
Sen. Larson (D-Milwaukee) and Rep. Kolste (D-Janesville) have proposed a bill that would challenge 
health insurance rate increases, in response to six Wisconsin health insurance companies seeking 
increases of 10-33% in 2016. The bill would require rate increases to be approved in advance and 
justified by increases in cost of medical care, and involve public hearings for larger rate hikes. Citizen 
Action of Wisconsin released a memo in support of the bill, citing the similarity to current public utility 
rate review. The Deputy Insurance Commissioner asserts that letting insurers set their own rates has led 
to minimal rate increases.  
 
Wisconsin Receives $1.3 Million from CMS in ACA Navigator Grants 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has awarded 2015 ACA Navigator Grants, which include 
$1.3 million to three Wisconsin organizations. The grants are provided to fund navigators to assist 
people in signing up for coverage on the ACA exchanges for 2016 open enrollment. The awards include 
$33k to Forest County Potawatomi Community, $305k to the Northwest Wisconsin Concentrated 
Employment Program, Inc. , and just under $1 million to the Covering Kids and Families (now renamed 
“Covering Wisconsin”)  Navigator Collaborative 
 
United Way of Dane County Receives $1.3 Million Gift to Help Families Pay Health Premiums  
In advance of 2016 open enrollment, United Way of Dane County announced that it will continue its 
HealthConnect program into its third year, following receipt of a $1.3 million gift from UW Health. The 
program, which helps families who earn between 100 and 150% of the federal poverty level pay their 
health insurance premiums, has insured more than 1,300 Dane County residents since its inception in 
2013.  
 
Nearly 100,000 in Wisconsin Gained Health Insurance Coverage In 2014 
According to new estimate from the U.S. Census Bureau, the uninsured rate in Wisconsin dropped from 
9.1% to 7.3% between 2013 and 2014, with nearly 100,000 of Wisconsin’s uninsured population gained 
health insurance coverage in 2014. This compares to a nationwide drop in uninsured from 14.7% 
to11.7%, during the same time frame. Contributing to the state’s smaller percentage drop was the fact 
that Wisconsin had one of the lowest uninsured rates in the country before the ACA. Still, Minnesota 
had a low uninsured rate before the ACA as well, and its rate fell 2.3 percentage points compared to 
Wisconsin’s 1.8 percentage points. The estimates come from surveys conducted during each month of 
2014, sothe data only reflect a portion of total gains in coverage.  
 
Report: Prescription Drug Costs for Consumers Vary Widely Across Wisconsin, Nation 
Deductibles for prescription drugs show substantial geographic variation in Wisconsin, according to a 
new report by Citizen Action of Wisconsin. Costs range from an average low of $400 in Madison to over 
$2,500 in Oshkosh. The statewide average is $1,121. Deductibles for Pomalyst, a drug for multiple 
myeloma, were found to vary more than ten-fold based on region. The report reviewed healthcare.gov 
data on silver plan deductibles for prescription drugs.  Citizen’s Action hopes to prompt action by states 
and the federal government to reduce drug costs, including capping out-of-pocket expenses, permitting 
Medicare to negotiate drug rates, and requiring greater price transparency.   
 
 
 

http://host.madison.com/news/local/health_med_fit/large-health-insurance-rate-hikes-in-wisconsin-target-of-bill/article_fe900e1f-e9ee-5240-978c-d431425aef5d.html
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab359
http://www.gazettextra.com/20151018/citizen_action_let8217s_work_together_to_tackle_high_costs_of_health_insurance
http://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/legislators-introduce-bill-to-challenge-excessive-health-insurance-rates/
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Health-Insurance-Marketplaces/Downloads/2015_Navigator_Grantee_Summaries_FINAL_09-01-2015.pdf
http://coveringwi.org/
https://www.unitedwaydanecounty.org/2015/10/united-way-healthconnect-to-enter-third-year-thanks-to-generous-uw-health-gift/
http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/demo/p60-253.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/census-report-levels-of-uninsured-fell-dramatically-in-us-wisconsin-b99578003z1-327875681.html
http://www.wccf.org/pressroom/health-care-reform-substantially-increases-number-of-people-with-insurance/
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/health-med-fit/consumers-drug-costs-vary-widely-in-wisconsin-report-says/article_e23c4520-a967-57fe-9ffd-4366141fde98.html
http://www.citizenactionwi.org/prescription_drug_coverage_comparison2015


UW Population Health Institute – Catch-Up Briefing Report                                                                                         4 
 

Medicaid/BadgerCare 
 
Report: Nearly 1 in 3 Uninsured Wisconsinites Eligible for Medicaid 
About 129,000 (32%) 100,000 (24%) of the 410,000 currently uninsured in Wisconsin are eligible for 
Medicaid and another 100,000 (24%) qualify for federal premium tax credits, according to a new report 
by the Kaiser Foundation. The report, based on data from the 2015 Current Population Survey, 
concluded that the remaining 44% of the uninsured are ineligible for subsidies due to their level of 
income, insurance eligibility through an employer, or citizenship status. Wisconsin has one of the lowest 
uninsured rates in the Midwest at 410,000, behind only Minnesota at 364,000 and Iowa at 188,000.  
Barriers to gaining coverage for those eligible for subsidies include misperceptions about costs and 
eligibility, as well as finding coverage too expensive despite financial assistance. 
 
State Senate Approves Pilot Project to Better Coordinate Behavioral Health Services 
The State Senate recently approved a bill that would require the Department of Health Services to 
develop mental health pilot projects aimed at reducing Medicaid costs in the state, and create a tracker 
to monitor inpatient psychiatric bed availability. One pilot project would better coordinate behavioral 
health care costs for those with chronic mental illness to reduce emergency room visits. The other 
would provide payment incentives for providers to offer mental health consultations during primary 
care visits.  
 
Decline in Medicaid Enrollment in September 
Enrollment in BadgerCare Plus declined again in September, according to data from DHS. The number of 
new BadgerCare Plus enrollees declined by 2,100 enrollees from August to September, with 803,096 
total individuals enrolled in BadgerCare Plus in September 2015. The number of enrolled childless adults 
continued to drop from a high of 159,711in March 2015, to 145,461 in September 2015. Federal CMS 
reports that Wisconsin’s enrollment in Medicaid has increased 6.31% from prior to the ACA (July-Sept 
2013) through August 2015.  This compares to an increase of 10.21% for other states that did not adopt 
an ACA Medicaid expansion, and 30.8% increase for states adopting an ACA Medicaid expansion. 
 
Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Change Drug Reimbursement for Family Planning Clinics 
A new bill proposed by Republican lawmakers would limit the way family planning clinics, including 
Planned Parenthood, bill Medicaid for prescription drugs. Currently, family planning clinics, can acquire 
prescription drugs at discounted rates from pharmaceutical companies and charge drugs back to 
Medicaid at higher rates. The bill would allow clinics to bill Medicaid only for the actual cost of the 
drugs.  Clinic representatives assert that the higher reimbursements reflect the costs of providing 
prescription services such as counseling. Opponents of the bill have expressed concern that it would 
cause a financial stress to clinics that would force them to limit services or close down altogether. The 
bill’s authors assert that it is intended to rectify overbilling practices and will save the state millions. 
 
 
Workforce/Health Professionals/Training & Education 
  
Physician Interstate Licensing Bill Passes Assembly Committee 
Assembly legislators approved the Physician Interstate Licensure Compact with near unanimous 
approval. The bill would reduce the administrative burden and expedite the process for physicians 
applying to obtain licenses to practice medicine in multiple states. Advocates from the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association recently testified in support of the Compact at an Assembly Health Committee 

http://kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/new-estimates-of-eligibility-for-aca-coverage-among-the-uninsured/
http://www.thewpa.org/news/254161/Legislators-begin-circulating-behavioral-health-pilot-project-proposal.htm
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/sb293
https://www.forwardhealth.wi.gov/WIPortal/Tab/42/icscontent/Member/caseloads/enrollment/enrollment.htm.spage
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/program-information/downloads/august-2015-enrollment-report.pdf
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/program-information/downloads/august-2015-enrollment-report.pdf
http://wuwm.com/post/bill-targets-prescription-reimbursements-wisconsin-family-planning-clinics#stream/0
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab311
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/news/2015/09/25/some-worry-bill-could-lead-surge-stds/72750090/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/records/assembly/health/1191893
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab253
http://www.wha.org/Data/Sites/1/pubarchive/valued_voice/WHA-Newsletter-8-21-2015.pdf
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hearing, stressing that the proposed bill would cut regulatory red tape, and increase access to care in 
rural areas. Some advocates have expressed concern that regulations and limitations on the process are 
not well outlined out in the bill. Advocates also caution that the bill is a step towards federalizing 
physician licensure. Senator Vukmir has offered an amendment to increase legislative oversight of the 
compact. 
 
Marquette Dental School to Begin $16 Million Expansion 
Marquette University will soon begin construction on a 40,000-square-foot expansion to its School of 
Dentistry. The expansion will include an increase in clinical space, state-of-the-art technologies, and will 
allow the school to expand its class size by 25%. Funding for the project comes from - $8 million dollars 
allocated in the 2011-2013 state budget with matching funds from University alumni.  
 
Wisconsin Legislators Seek State Funding for Osteopathic College 
Rep. Horlacher (R-Mukwonago) and Sen. Nass (R-Whitewater) are backing a bill that would provide 
nearly $25 million to help fund the development of the state’s first osteopathic medical school, in 
Jefferson. The school would be located in Assembly District 33, which the bill’s co-sponsors represent. 
The bill, modeled after a previously unsuccessful budget motion to the Joint Finance Committee, would 
provide $25 million if the college can raise $75 million. The remainder of the funds is expected to come 
from contracts with partner organizations. The project has struggled to obtain funding since its 
inception, and a recent expense report showed that an initial $250,000 incentive payment from the city 
of Jefferson did not produce any significant results. 
 
Assembly Committee Approves Rural Ambulance Staffing Bill  
The Assembly Committee recently approved a bill that would address rural Emergency Medical Services 
shortages by easing staffing requirements for ambulances. Current law requires that ambulances must 
be staffed with two Emergency Medical Technicians or medical professionals, but rural areas can 
struggle to meet this requirement. The bill would allow communities with less than 10,000 residents to 
substitute a first responder for one of the EMTs. EMTs receive a higher level of medical training than do 
first responders, and have more advanced assessment skills and the ability to provide more medications. 
 
Assembly Health Committee Approves Oxygen Equipment Bill 
The assembly committee approved a bill to modify current regulations on oxygen equipment in nursing 
homes. Current law includes specific measures for changing out and replacing oxygen delivery 
equipment. The bill would revise this language to instead require nursing homes to maintain and 
manage equipment in accordance with manufacturer recommendations and to reflect current standards 
of practice. The bill will be sent to the Assembly for vote. 
 
Audit: MCW and UWSMPH Generally in Compliance with Grant Funding Requirements  
A recent audit of Medical College of Wisconsin and University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and 
Public Health endowment programs from 2009 to 2013 conducted by the Legislative Audit Bureau (LAB) 
found that the two schools were generally in compliance with requirements for awarding and 
monitoring grant funding. The endowments were established when Blue Cross Blue Shield of Wisconsin 
converted to for-profit status and by law must be evaluated every five years. The review noted minor 
issues with late or inadequate documentation in some programs.  For the period, MCW and UW each 
spent around $67 million on program grants and administration, Endowment balances for MCW and UW 
as of December 31, 2013 were $428.0 and $381.2 million, respectively. 
 
 

http://www.wispolitics.com/1006/150924Vukmir.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/amendments/sb196/sa1_sb196
http://www.marquette.edu/dentistry/building-for-future-dentistry/
http://www.dailyunion.com/news/article_56591456-467c-11e5-b990-db55245d0ab9.html
http://www.dailyunion.com/news/article_ef74a750-1ed7-11e3-8dd4-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.dailyunion.com/news/article_098977b4-09ad-11e3-93ff-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.dailyunion.com/news/article_098977b4-09ad-11e3-93ff-001a4bcf6878.html
http://fox11online.com/news/state/lawmakers-ambulance-staffing-change-would-help-rural-areas
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab213
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab242
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab242
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/15-10full.pdf
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DHS Issues Request for Grant Applications to Support Rural Medical Education Programs 
The Department of Health Services recently authorized the development of a grant program to support 
development of new primary care graduate medical education (GME) programs in rural settings. Borne 
out of a desire to train more physicians interested in practicing in rural Wisconsin, the grant cites 
research suggesting that residents who train in rural settings are more likely to end up practicing in a 
rural area. A Request for Applications released by the organization encourages programs with defined 
substantial rural training experience to apply for the three year award. A maximum of $750,000 will be 
awarded to each program, and is limited to five specialties - family medicine, general internal medicine, 
pediatrics, psychiatry, and general surgery.  
 
MCW Names MacKinnon Founding Dean of School of Pharmacy 
The Medical College of Wisconsin has tapped Dr. George E. MacKinnon of Roosevelt University’s College 
of Pharmacy as the Founding Dean of its new School of Pharmacy. Dr. MacKinnon, a Wisconsin native, 
brings 25 years of experience as a clinical practitioner, academic researcher, teacher and administrator. 
The new School of Pharmacy is intended to address a nationwide projected shortage of pharmacists. 
These projections have been disputed, however, with a recent report by the National Center for Health 
Workforce Analysis suggesting that growth in supply of pharmacists from 2012 to 2025 will more than 
double the demand. 
 
Funding Awards: 
Many academic institutions and research partners received funding to further education and research 
on health topics. Links below provide information on the award: 

• Two Milwaukee Community Health Centers Receive $1.6 Million in Federal Funds 
• Milwaukee-based iDAvatars Awarded $800k Contract to Update VA Virtual Medical Center 
• Partnership Fund Awards Grants to 4 projects, each totaling $1 Million over 5 years 

 
 
Public Health 
 
Committee Approves Legislation to Address Opiates, Heroin Use 
The Senate Committee on Health and Human Services recently approved a number of bills proposed by 
Rep. Nygren (R-Marinette)  aimed at curbing Wisconsin’s heroin epidemic. The committee backed a 
proposal that reduces the time required to report the dispensing of opiates to the statewide tracking 
database from 7 days to 24 hours, create registries and certification requirements for pain and 
methadone clinics, and requires doctors to check the state database before prescribing pain 
medications. Wisconsin was recently chosen as one of 16 states to receive CDC funding for prevention 
strategies to target prescription drug abuse. 
 
Proposed Bill Would Ban Research on Fetal Tissue Obtained from Abortions 
A GOP-sponsored bill would ban research on tissues obtained from elective abortions. A.B. 305, and 
would also ban the sale and donation of fetal body parts in Wisconsin. Representatives from the UW 
School of Medicine and Public Health and other prominent organizations for biomedical research have 
expressed strong opposition, citing the negative effects it would have on medical research and the 
state’s ability to draw top researchers. The Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce, the state’s largest 
business lobby, has also expressed opposition. The bill passed an assembly committee, but faces an 
uncertain future with Senate Republicans echoing concerns about its potential effects on research. 
 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/1ww/graduatemedicaleducationnewprogramgrant.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/1ww/graduatemedicaleducationnewprogramgrant.pdf
http://www.mcw.edu/MCW-News-Center/News-Releases/MacKinnon-named-founding-dean-of-MCW-school-of-pharmacy.htm
http://www.aacp.org/resources/research/pharmacyworkforcecenter/Documents/2020NeedForServices.pdf
http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/healthworkforce/supplydemand/usworkforce/projections/pharmacists.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2015pres/08/20150811a.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/idavatars-selected-by-engineering--computer-simulations-awarded-800k-subcontract-to-lead-the-interactive-avatar-design-for-the-us-department-of-veterans-affairs-300127029.html
http://www.med.wisc.edu/news-events/first-round-of-community-impact-grants-covers-a-diversity-of-issues-facing-wisconsin/46950
http://www.wpr.org/heroin-bills-are-ready-vote-senate
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/sb268
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/sb272
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/sb272
http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/states/state_prevention.html
http://news.sciencemag.org/policy/2015/09/proposed-fetal-tissue-ban-raises-alarm-wisconsin-researchers
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab305
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/nearly-700-uw-madison-faculty-sign-letter-on-fetal-tissue-bill-nearly-700-uw-madison-faculty-sign-le-322872001.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/state-largest-business-lobby-opposes-fetal-tissue-bill-b99574454z1-326478721.html
http://www.startribune.com/assembly-committee-to-vote-on-fetal-tissue-ban/325876831/
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Marquette Law School Poll Finds Wisconsinites Divided on 20-Week Abortion Ban 
A poll of 802 people across Wisconsin found that voters narrowly support a ban on abortion after 20 
weeks, by 48.3% to 44.3% opposition. The difference was within the poll’s margin of error. The 
Marquette University Law School poll also found that views were strongly tied to party, gender, age, and 
religious affiliation. The poll comes on the heels of Governor Walker’s recent signing of a bill that bans 
abortions in the state after 20 weeks except in cases of medical emergency.  An annual report by the 
Department of Health Services found that abortions in the state fell from 6,462 in 2013 to 5,800 in 2014.  
 
Report: Milwaukee County Mental Health System  Insufficient to Meet Needs 
An Outpatient Capacity Analysis, commissioned by the Milwaukee Health Care Partnership,  explores 
whether the extent of unmet need would best be reduced by a simple increase in the supply of 
providers, or by addressing inefficiencies and barriers to access among the array of providers currently 
in place. The report concludes that both are significant factors and both need to be addressed. 
The report follows the county’s redesign of its behavioral health system, and addresses services that will 
avert the need for inpatient and emergency treatment. 
 
DHS Report: Two-Thirds of Wisconsin Adults Overweight or Obese 
Two-thirds of Wisconsin adults are overweight or obese, including nearly three in four adults over the 
age of 55, according to the Department of Health Services’ 2014 Wisconsin Behavioral Risk Factor Survey 
that is based on a telephone survey of over 7,000 adults over the age of 18. This comes despite the fact 
that a majority of Wisconsin adults tend to rate their general health status as excellent or very good. On 
a more positive note, the report also found that cigarette smoking rates in the state have steady 
declined since 2012.  
 
Survey: Half of WI  Students Who Experiment With Substances at Risk of Developing Abuse 
A survey of 3,000 Wisconsin middle and high school students, conducted by recovery advocacy group 
Rise Together, found that half of students who have ever experimented with addictive substances 
continue active use. Students also identified a need for more school prevention and education strategies 
on drug use, despite the fact that a majority of the students surveyed don’t view risky substance use as a 
significant problem. 
 
Wisconsin School Districts to Participate in Project to Improve Students’ Mental Health 
The Department of Public Instruction is moving forward on the Wisconsin School Mental Health Project, 
a five-year partnership with schools to improve the mental health of students. Twenty-seven school 
districts across the state will participate in the endeavor, which aims to promote the development of 
policies, programs and practices to support students with mental health needs. DPI estimates that one 
in five children and adolescents in Wisconsin have a significant mental health issue that affects how they 
function. 
 
Study: Wisconsin Among States with Least Effective Vaccination Laws 
A study by researchers at the University of Georgia found higher rates of pertussis (whooping cough) in 
9 states that allow philosophical and religious exemptions for vaccination, including Wisconsin. The 
study, published in the journal Health Affairs, identified three key policies that lowered vaccine-
preventable outbreak rates: requiring state health department approval for nonmedical exemptions; 
allowing exemption for only specific vaccines instead of all vaccines; and the ability to impose civil 
penalties for noncompliance. A report by the CDC found that kindergartners in Wisconsin received three 
times as many vaccination exemptions as the national average last year. 
Two WI Tribes Recognized for Health Initiatives 

http://host.madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/wisconsin-voters-views-on--week-abortion-ban-tied-to/article_270c8dd1-437b-552e-a794-e918343f6a37.html#ixzz3jSNNocKx
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MLSP29ToplinesFinal.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/scott-walker-signs-bill-banning-abortions-after-20-weeks-b99540949z1-317539131.html
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/reg/sen/bill/sb35
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p45360-14.pdf
http://publicpolicyforum.org/sites/default/files/MilwaukeeCountyOutpatientAssessment10-27.pdf
http://wuwm.com/post/study-low-income-residents-milwaukee-county-struggle-access-mental-health-care#stream/0
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p45336-14.pdf
http://fox6now.com/2015/09/01/survey-sheds-light-on-student-drug-use-in-wisconsin-88-say-theyve-consumed-alcohol/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzkqSXMmnSl9RlQ2VUhwZWNES0JUcXd1WDU3YzZSbjBCTVVN/view
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_72.pdf
http://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-among-states-least-effective-vaccination-laws-study-shows
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/34/8/1383.abstract
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6433a2.htm?s_cid=mm6433a2_w
http://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-tribes-recognized-health-initiatives-emphasize-native-culture
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The Menominee and Lac du Flambeau Tribes have been awarded the Culture of Health Prize from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, representing two among eight national awardees.  These two tribes 
are being recognized for their efforts to improve health and wellness on their reservations by weaving 
traditional cultural practices into their schools and health clinics. Profiles with brief videos about the 
efforts at community are available here:  Lac du Flameau  Menominee Nation  
 
GE Healthcare Receives FDA Approval for Lung Cancer Screening Software 
Waukesha-based GE Healthcare recently received approval from the FDA for its low-dose CT lung cancer 
screening protocol. The software, developed in Waukesha, allows physicians to use low-dose, short 
duration scans to detect and visualize lung cancer nodules. Annual lung cancer screenings in high-risk 
patients has the potential to prevent a substantial number of lung-cancer related deaths. Medicare has 
already approved insurance reimbursement for the low-dose screening in high-risk patients. 
 
 
Clinics, Hospitals, and Health Plans 
 
Medical Service Provision Varies by Up to 10% in Southeast Wisconsin  
A study conducted by Milliman for the Greater Milwaukee Business Foundation on Health shows that, 
when treating patients with similar health problems, the amount of medical services used by physician 
groups affiliated with southeastern Wisconsin health systems can vary by as much as 10%. The 
Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel explains the findings. The study also measured the differences in average 
risk-adjusted commercial utilization among patients resident in each of seven southeast Wisconsin 
counties, reporting that utilization levels varied by about 22%.  Kenosha county experienced utilization 
levels 12% above the southeast Wisconsin market.  
 
Hospital Industry Ranks as Wisconsin’s Highest Spender for Lobbying 
The Government Accountability Board (GAB) reported that WHA spent more than $370,000 on lobbying 
since the start of the year, higher than any other organization in Wisconsin over the same time period, 
and dedicated 2,755 hours toward lobbying since January. As in the 2013-2014 biennium, the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association (WHA) was again the third-highest financial spender on lobbying over the 2013-
2014 biennium, and ranked in the top five organizations for lobbying hours over the two-year period. 
 
Aurora Sinai Hospital Reduces ED Visits by Paying for Social Workers 
Aurora Sinai Hospital in Milwaukee’s central city is showing success in its efforts to get patients 
connected with primary care doctors rather than using the emergency rooms as their main source of 
medical care. The hospital has placed social workers in the ER full time, and they work closely with a 
group of people who have been identified as frequent ER users.  Funding for the program comes from 
the hospital’s own budget, but it appears that it is resulting in cost savings.     
 
Bill to Divert Funds from Planned Parenthood Passes State Assembly 
The Wisconsin assembly passed a bill that would strip Planned Parenthood of nearly $3.5 million in 
government funding. The bill, passed along party lines, would prevent the state from providing federal 
Title X funding to any group that provides abortions or is affiliated with a group that provides abortions, 
and directs the state to apply for and find alternative providers for those federal funds. The bill’s 
opponents argue that that the measure will  decrease access to birth control and STI screenings for 
Wisconsin women. 
 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/collections/coh-prize-winners.html?rid=cKsBpA7UnELrs2anzLTHjaSMvpZacj6a98zhbJ5UwAA&et_cid=382869
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2015/10/coh-prize-wa-wi.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2015/10/coh-prize-menominee-wi.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2015/08/19/ge-healthcare-wins-fda-approval-for-lung-cancer.html
http://www.gmbfh.org/documents/20151029UtilizationLevelsGMBFHPressRelease.pdf
http://www.gmbfh.org/documents/20151029SEWisconsinUtilizationComparison.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/business/doctors-use-of-medical-services-varies-up-to-10-across-southeast-wisconsin-b99606191z1-338554222.html?ipad=y
http://www.gab.wi.gov/sites/default/files/publication/68/slae_top_organization_hours_pdf_16116.pdf
http://www.gab.wi.gov/sites/default/files/publication/68/slae_top_organization_hours_pdf_16116.pdf
http://www.gab.wi.gov/sites/default/files/publication/68/slae_top_organization_by_hours_2013_2014_pdf_73203.pdf
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/10/23/451154605/a-hospital-reduces-repeat-er-visits-by-providing-social-workers?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/assembly-to-consider-stripping-planned-parenthood-of-more-funding-b99583192z1-329087701.html
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab310
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WISHIN Receives Approval to Expand Services into Minnesota 
The Wisconsin Statewide Health Information Network was recently granted the authority to begin 
offering health information exchange services in Minnesota. In its application to the Minnesota 
Department of Health for certification, the network pointed to the need to provide services to its clients 
who operate hospitals in both Minnesota and Wisconsin, including Gundersen Health System and 
HealthPartners. The reciprocal agreement is valid for one year and is limited to exchange of health 
information services. Any decision to expand beyond these services into query-based exchange would 
require an additional agreement. 
 
Study Finds Wide Variation in Out-of-Network Charges in Wisconsin, Across Nation 
Charges submitted by out-of-network providers far exceed Medicare reimbursement rates for the same 
service, and vary widely across the nation, according to a new report by America’s Health Insurance 
Plans. The report evaluated charges submitted for 97 different procedures nationwide, and found that 
charges ranged from 118% to 1,382% of corresponding Medicare fees. In Wisconsin, out-of-network 
charges were found to average a low of 233.5% of Medicare charges for an outpatient office visit of 
about 40 minutes, to a high of 1,370.6% for a spinal injection procedure.  
3 
HCCI Report: Milwaukee One of Most Expensive Markets for Healthcare  
A recent economic comparison of more than 40 health care markets across the country found that 
Milwaukee consistently ranked as one of the highest markets for health care prices. The Health Cost 
Institute report also found that high prices didn’t seem to discourage use of services, and that high price 
patterns for one service in a region were not always representative of prices for other services in the 
same region. This was the case in Green Bay, which was found to have relatively low costs for inpatient 
services but consumers experienced significantly higher costs for outpatient services. 
 
Wisconsin Health Plans Rank High in Quality 
Wisconsin is among states with the highest number of health plans receiving top scores in a new ranking 
by the National Committee for Quality Assurance. Seven plans offered by commercial insurers received 
a score of 4.5 out of five from the committee, which include Dean, Gundersen, and HealthPartners. 
Another 13 received at least a four for Medicare coverage. Medicaid coverage was a different story, 
however, with only Security Health ranking over 3.5, though many insurers reported limited data for this 
metric.  
 
Bill Would Give Legislators Oversight to Changes to State Group Health Plan 
Rep. Nygren (R-Marinette) and Sen. Darling (R-River Hills) have proposed a bill that would require Group 
Insurance Board to submit any proposed changes to state employee group health insurance plans to the 
Joint Finance Committee for approval. Currently, the GIB can make changes to the plan without 
legislative oversight. The bill has received unanimous support from members of the Joint Finance 
Committee. Nygren and Darling write that GIB should be required to work with legislative officials to 
come to mutual decisions, with adequate taxpayer representation. Provisions included in the 2015-17 
biennial budget that would have required the board submit proposed changes to the Legislature for 
approval were ultimately vetoed by Governor Walker. 
 
 Interactive Map Shows Location of Rural Health Care Facilities 
The Wisconsin Office of Rural Health recently posted an interactive map depicting the locations of rural 
health care facilities across the state to highlight where primary care is available in rural communities. 
The map, which allows sorting based on facility type and location, includes critical and non-critical 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpsc/ohit/certified/hiespwishin.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpsc/ohit/certified/certdocs/wishinordercert.pdf
http://www.ahip.org/epub/OON-Report-2015/
http://www.healthcostinstitute.org/files/2015.09.23%20HMI%20Press%20Release.pdf
http://www.healthcostinstitute.org/files/2015.09.23%20HMI%20Press%20Release.pdf
http://healthinsuranceratings.ncqa.org/2015/search/Commercial/WI
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab394
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/0929darling.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/path/Publisher/WSL/FrontPage/Special/200%20-%20Governor's%20Veto%20Message%20-%20Act%2055
http://www.worh.org/rural-health-care-safety-net-wisconsin
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access hospitals, rural health clinics, and federally-qualified health centers. ORH also provided a fact 
sheet with descriptions of the different types of rural health care safety net facilities. 
 
Epic One of Only Two EMR Vendors to Not Lose Clients in 2014 
A recent report by KLAS reviewed nine EMR vendors, finding that Epic had the largest net increase of the 
only three vendors who posted a net gain in market share in 2014. Epic was also one of only two 
vendors to not lose clients in the past year, the other being athenahealth.  Cerner was second in net 
new increases, and still boasts the largest overall market share. KLAS interviewed health systems and 
hospitals across the country about their EMR decisions as part of the report.   Alongside this good news, 
Epic was recently subject to a report highly critical of its product performance and business model. 
 
Wisconsin’s Honoring Choices Featured in New York Times Op-Ed 
“On Jan. 1, Medicare will begin reimbursing doctors and other health professionals for time spent 
talking to patients about their end-of-life wishes. This is a big deal, but far from enough. End-of-life 
conversations need to become something families just do. There’s one place in America like that now: La 
Crosse, Wis.” 
 
Hospital Mergers, Partnerships, and Expansions 
Health systems across the state are merging, expanding, consolidating and partnering in new ways. This 
list provides an overview of recent merger and partnership announcements: 

• LifePoint Health and Watertown Finalize Merger 
• Aurora Plans $35 Million Expansion of Wauwatosa Psychiatric Hospital Campus 
• Wisconsin Insurers Essentia Health and UCare Team Up to Serve Medicare-eligible in MN 
• Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare Joins St.Louis-based Ascension Health 

 
 
RESEARCH AND PROGRAM TOOLS 
 

• 50-State Survey Results: Medicaid Reforms to Expand coverage, Control Costs, Improve Care 
• Information on the Health Insurance Marketplace and Health Care Reform: healthcare.gov  

o Spanish Language Marketplace  
o Marketplace Enrollment Data 

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
• New and Updated Resources from the Kaiser Family Foundation  
• New and Updated Resources from the Commonwealth Fund 

o Health Reform Resource Center 
• Enroll America Resources 
• 2016 Health Plans in Exchange by County 
• 2015 Exchange Enrollment Information by County 
• Healthcare.gov Affordability Tool  
• New and Updated Resources from HRSA 
• New and Updated Resources from AHRQ 
• State Refor(u)m 
• Key Health Data About Wisconsin from TFAH 
• Value Penguin Map: Changes to the Obamacare Exchanges 2015 v. 2014 
• Avalere Health Analysis: 2015 Exchange Premium File 
• WI CI Individual Health Insurance Carriers in WI Map 

http://worh.org/sites/default/files/Facility%20Type%20Factsheet%20v2_15%20Oct%202015.pdf
http://worh.org/sites/default/files/Facility%20Type%20Factsheet%20v2_15%20Oct%202015.pdf
http://www.beckershospitalreview.com/healthcare-information-technology/epic-athenahealth-only-2-vendors-to-not-lose-clients-in-2014.html
http://www.klasresearch.com/
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/10/epic-systems-judith-faulkner-hitech-ehr-interoperability
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/10/27/talking-early-about-how-life-should-end/?mtrref=undefined&gwh=D599060EE28052FF59996D11D6BDF49F&gwt=pay&assetType=opinion&_r=0
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20150901/NEWS/150909995
http://www.jsonline.com/business/aurora03-b99589042z1-330405421.html
http://www.brainerddispatch.com/news/3863730-essentia-health-and-ucare-combine-new-option
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2015/10/29/wheaton-franciscan-healthcare-sold-to-st-louis.html
http://files.kff.org/attachment/report-medicaid-reforms-to-expand-coverage-control-costs-and-improve-care-results-from-a-50-state-medicaid-budget-survey-for-state-fiscal-years-2015-and-2016
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.cuidadodesalud.gov/es/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2015/marketplaceenrollment/mar2015/ib_2015mar_enrollment.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.cms.gov/
http://kff.org/
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Health-Reform/Health-Reform-Resource.aspx
http://www.enrollamerica.org/
http://oci.wi.gov/healthcare_ref/find_health_insurer.htm
https://www.enrollamerica.org/research-maps/maps/marketplace-enrollment-maps-2/
https://www.healthcare.gov/see-plans/
http://www.hrsa.gov/index.html
http://www.ahrq.gov/index.html
https://www.statereforum.org/
http://healthyamericans.org/states/?stateid=WI
http://www.valuepenguin.com/obamacare/2014-vs-2015?elq_cid=1395505
http://www.avalerehealth.net/expertise/life-sciences/insights/avalere-analysis-2015-exchange-premium-file
http://oci.wi.gov/healthcare_ref/provider_map.htm
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Public Policy Forum Luncheon: When the Mental Health and Justice Systems Collide, 
Wauwatosa, October 26 

• Marburg Memorial Lecture: Pregnancy, Causality and Economics with Dr. Emily Oster, 
Milwaukee, October 28 

• Business Health Care Group: Protecting the Future of Oncology Care: A Community 
Conversation, Madison, October 28 

• Evidence Based Health Policy Project: Population-Based Approaches to Children’s Mental 
Health, Madison, October 29 

• Greater Milwaukee Business Foundation on Health, Inc.: Utilization Comparison of Southeast 
Wisconsin Health Systems, Brookfield, October 29 

• Wisconsin Health News Newsmaker: Insurance CEO Roundtable, Madison, November 3 
• ADRC Annual November Lecture - Living Well With Dementia, Middleton, November 4 
• MetaStar Health Care Quality Symposium, Wisconsin Dells, November 5 
• Disruptive Healthcare Conference, Madison, November 10 
• 2015 Madison Fall Institute: Opioids in the Management of Non-Malignant Chronic Pain, 

Middleton, November 11 
 

Selected Tweets from our Twitter Feed    
 
Please follow us on Twitter @UWHealthPolicy to receive notice of relevant reports, research, 
federal and state news. Tweets below include national news and resources.  
 
 
Post-#ACA roll-back of adults' #Medicaid eligibility affects hospitalization patterns, payment, via 
@nberpubs http://bit.ly/1KCwlRi  
 
"What #Obamacare Opponents Get Wrong -- And Right -- About Insurance Premiums" reports 
@CitizenCohn http://huff.to/1LWElya 
 
.@WiHealthNews reports WI hospitals earned $2.36 billion net income in FY14, avg 12.2% 
net income. Receive $15M GPR/yr because MA "underpay" 
 
Estimates show #ACA helps poor, story not so positive for uninsured persons >250% FPL, via 
@nberpubs http://bit.ly/1L9iR67  
 
#ACA's Section 1332 waivers offer alternative reform path for states. Time to start talking about 
options for WI? http://bit.ly/1OVV0Xp  
 
Narrow Networks, their potential,and the #ACA considered in @JAMA_current by 
@SimonFHaeder @UWLaFollette http://bit.ly/1PofSEf  
 

http://publicpolicyforum.org/events
http://business.marquette.edu/centers-and-programs/ges-marburg
http://businesshealthcaregroup.org/events/bhcg-oncology-care-program/
http://businesshealthcaregroup.org/events/bhcg-oncology-care-program/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ebnpbflv21d4c64e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ebnpbflv21d4c64e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ebmux2mjbc8e76fb&c=6df72e00-e29f-11e3-b319-d4ae52710c75&ch=6e359690-e29f-11e3-b320-d4ae52710c75
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ebmux2mjbc8e76fb&c=6df72e00-e29f-11e3-b319-d4ae52710c75&ch=6e359690-e29f-11e3-b320-d4ae52710c75
http://www.badgerbaymanagement.com/events/event_details.asp?id=692834
http://www.adrc.wisc.edu/events
http://www.metastar.com/event/save-the-date-metastar-quality-symposium/
http://dhc2015.com/
http://ce.pharmacy.wisc.edu/mod/coursepage/view.php?id=6165
https://twitter.com/UWHealthPolicy
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ACA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Medicaid?src=hash
https://twitter.com/nberpubs
http://t.co/tzzxyq804l
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Obamacare?src=hash
https://twitter.com/CitizenCohn
https://t.co/7LygXakGdG
https://twitter.com/WiHealthNews
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ACA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/nberpubs
http://t.co/P2gWoKiQ2B
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ACA?src=hash
http://t.co/x1BjRM8qUb
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ACA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/JAMA_current
https://twitter.com/SimonFHaeder
https://twitter.com/UWLaFollette
http://t.co/IIktig7WDh
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Information for Catch-Up Briefing is compiled from several sources, including websites and lists 
from the   Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Commonwealth 

Fund, Georgetown Center for Health Insurance Reform and Center for Children and Families, Health 
Affairs, Kaiser Family Foundation, Milbank Quarterly, Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, Milwaukee 
Business Journal, The New York Times, Urban Institute, U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, Wisconsin Health News, Wisconsin Hospital 
Association, Wisconsin Medical Journal, Wisconsin Office of Rural Health, Wispolitics.com, Wheeler 

Report, Wisconsin State Journal, Wisconsin Technology Network, and others. 
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